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we want the 21st century to be about for our
children?

Now, that is what is at stake here. We can-
not do everything in the world, but we must
do what we can. We can never forget the
Holocaust, the genocide, the carnage of the
20th century. We don’t want the new century
to bring us the same nightmares in a different
guise.

We also want to say again how proud the
United States is that each of NATO’s 19
members is supporting the mission in Kosovo
in some way—France and Germany, Turkey
and Greece, Poland and Hungary, the Czech
Republic, Britain, Canada—all the others.
And this is also important.

Let me finally say—I’d like to read you
something. Near the end of the Second
World War, President Roosevelt prepared a
speech to give at a holiday honoring Virginia’s
famous son, Thomas Jefferson. He never got
to give the speech. But it still speaks to us,
his last words. And to those of you who wear
the uniform of our Nation and to those of
you who are part of the families of our uni-
formed service members. I ask you to heed
these words.

After the long war was almost drawing to
a close, these were Franklin Roosevelt’s last
words that he never got to deliver: ‘‘We as
Americans do not choose to deny our respon-
sibilities. Nor do we intend to abandon our
determination that within the lives of our
children and our children’s children, there
will not be a third world war. We seek peace,
enduring peace. More than an end to war,
we want an end to the beginnings of all
wars.’’

That is what we are trying to achieve in
Kosovo. That is what many of you in this
room, perhaps, and your colleagues, did
achieve in Bosnia. We want to end a war that
has begun in Europe, and prevent a larger
war. And we want to alleviate the burdens
and the killing of defenseless people. Let us
heed President Roosevelt’s last words.

Let me say again, for those of you who
serve and for those of you who serve as family
members and who sacrifice as wives and hus-
bands and children: I thank you for your serv-
ice and your sacrifice, and America thanks
you.

God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:17 p.m. in Hangar
SP2. In his remarks, he referred to Adm. Harold
(Hal) Gehman, Jr., USN, Supreme Allied Com-
mander, Atlantic; Adm. J. Paul Reason, USN,
Commander in Chief, U.S. Atlantic Fleet; Lt.
Gen. Peter Pace, USMC, Commander, U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Forces, Europe; Lt. Gen. Thomas
Keck, USAF, Vice Commander, Air Combat
Command; Mayor Meyera E. Oberndorf of Vir-
ginia Beach; President Slobodan Milosevic of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro); and the three U.S. Army infantrymen
in custody in Serbia: Staff Sgt. Andrew A. Rami-
rez, Staff Sgt. Christopher J. Stone, and Specialist
Steven M. Gonzales.

Statement on the 2000 Census
April 1, 1999

Exactly one year from today, America will
commence the first census of the 21st cen-
tury. The responsibility to conduct the census
is nearly as old as our Nation. Beginning in
1790, and every 10 years since, America has
counted its people, charted its growth, and
by doing so, prepared for its future.

The census is a vital statistical snapshot
that tells us who we are and where we are
going as a nation. And though it is taken only
once a decade, it is important to our everyday
lives. The census helps communities deter-
mine where to build everything from schools
to supermarkets and from homes to hospitals.
It helps the Government decide how to dis-
tribute funds and assistance to States and lo-
calities. It is used to draw the lines of legisla-
tive districts and reapportion the seats each
State holds in Congress.

The Census Bureau estimates it will count
about 275 million people next year across our
Nation. But America must be accurate—and
more so than we have been in the past. The
previous census, in 1990, missed 8.4 million
people and counted more than 4 million
twice. Children, minorities, and low-income
Americans have been often overlooked. We
must do better. Every person in America
counts—so every American must be counted.

I am committed to ensuring that Census
2000 is as accurate, complete, and fair as pos-
sible. That will be an enormous under-
taking—demanding the largest peacetime
mobilization in our Nation’s history, involving
hundreds of thousands of local census takers
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and community volunteers. I have, therefore,
asked every executive department and agen-
cy of the Federal Government to develop an
action plan that helps recruit census workers
and promotes full participation in Census
2000. The Census Bureau has put forth a
comprehensive and complete plan that in-
cludes a full enumeration and modern sci-
entific methods. The Bureau will also build
unprecedented partnerships with business,
community groups, schools, and State, local,
and tribal governments and use, for the first
time, radio, television, and billboard adver-
tisements to encourage everyone to partici-
pate in Census 2000.

Working together, we can ensure that
Census 2000 truly reflects who we are as a
people and that each American can make the
best of the opportunities of the 21st century.

Statement on Results From a Florida
Youth Antismoking Program

April 1, 1999

Today the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention is publishing promising new re-
sults from the youth antismoking program
launched by the late Florida Governor
Lawton Chiles. The study shows that in just
one year, smoking has declined by 19 percent
among middle school students and by 8 per-
cent among high schoolers. These results
show why every State should have a com-
prehensive program to reduce youth smoking
and why I oppose any legislation waiving the
Federal Government’s claim to tobacco set-
tlement funds without making a commitment
from the States to fund such efforts. Without
such a commitment, States won’t have to
spend a single penny of the $246 billion set-
tlement to reduce youth smoking. We must
act now: Every day 3,000 children become
regular smokers, and 1,000 will have their
lives cut short as a result.

NOTE: This statement was embargoed for release
by the Office of the Press Secretary until 4 p.m.

Proclamation 7157—Cancer Control
Month, 1999
April 1, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Each year for more than half a century,

our Nation has dedicated the month of April
to reaffirming our commitment to developing
more effective prevention, detection, and
treatment of cancer and to recognizing the
progress that we have made in fighting this
devastating disease.

Today we are reaping the rewards of our
long-standing efforts to combat cancer as re-
searchers make remarkable progress virtually
every day. Over the past several years, for
example, scientists have identified genes in-
volved in a number of cancers, including can-
cers of the breast, prostate, kidney, skin, and
colon. In the first year of the Cancer Genome
Anatomy Project at the National Cancer In-
stitute (NCI), researchers succeeded in iden-
tifying more than 300,000 DNA sequences
and 12,000 new genes—double the initial ex-
pectation. The newly created Cancer Genet-
ics Network will help scientists answer the
many clinical questions raised by these dis-
coveries. This national network will link par-
ticipating cancer research centers and
strengthen their efforts not only to identify
genes that predispose people to cancer, but
also to learn better methods for counseling,
testing, and monitoring people for cancer
susceptibility. These and other recent ad-
vances are providing Americans with our
most powerful weapons to defeat cancer:
early detection and immediate treatment.

Recognizing the great promise such find-
ings hold for our battle against cancer, my
Administration has dedicated unprecedented
Federal resources toward cancer research.
The omnibus appropriations bill I signed this
past October increased funding for the NCI
by $400 million. This increase—the single
largest increase in funding for cancer and
medical research in history—sets the NCI
budget at nearly $3 billion, enabling it to
fund critical new research, including 10 new
clinical trials for breast cancer treatment.

VerDate 23-MAR-99 09:52 Apr 07, 1999 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00039 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P13AP4.001 txed02 PsN: txed02


